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RESOURCE SHEET 

 
 

 

ARE YOU THE NEXT GREAT FOSSIL-HUNTER? 

Reading comprehension questions for Key 

Stage 2 & 3 audiences. 

Explore the PalaeoLab App and then try to answer the 

seven questions on this resource sheet. 

RESOURCE 

SHEET 

QUESTION 1: Apart from bones, can you name three other body parts that can turn into a 

fossil? (3 marks) 

1 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

2 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

3 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

QUESTION 2: In the ‘Identifying Fossils’ section, look through the vast selection of British 

fossils. What do you think Britain was like in the Age of Dinosaurs? (i.e. what was the habitat 

across much of Britain?) (1 mark) 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

QUESTION 3: In the ‘Identifying Fossils’ section of the app, what is the scientific name for 

fossilised poo? (1 mark) 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………… 

QUESTION 4: Look at the ‘Discovering Amber’ section. Name three animals that can become 

trapped and preserved in amber. (3 marks) 

1 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

2 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

3 …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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QUESTION 5: Explore the ‘Famous Fossil-hunters’ section. What special skills do you think 

successful fossil-hunters need to do their job? Give an example of a scientist in this section that 

has these skills. (3 marks) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

QUESTION 6: Using the ‘Fossils and How They Form’ section as your guide, make a comic-strip 

showing how dead animals turn into a fossil (4 marks). 

 

First this happens…  Then this happens… 

And then this happens….  And, then, finally… 
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QUESTION 7: Using the ‘Fact Zone’ part of the app, complete this prehistoric animal fact-file. 

ByYou can choose the prehistoric animal that you find most amazing and fill in the gaps.  

(6 marks) 

 

  MY PREHISTORIC ANIMAL FACT-FILE 

 
 

      Name of my prehistoric animal: 

 

      Diet:  

 

Length: 
 

 

Found in:  

 

“I find this prehistoric animal amazing because…. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

“Fossils of this prehistoric animal tell us that it was able to… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

Draw a picture here 

 

 

 

TOTAL MARKS (out of a possible 21): 
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              WHAT NEXT? 

If you and your family are self-isolating or learning 

from home due to COVID-19 then here are some things 

you can do to continue your learning about fossils. 

RATE YOUR PREHISTORIC ANIMAL FACT-FILE! 

Ask a parent to tweet a picture of your prehistoric animal fact-file to 

Palaeolab’s Jules Howard! Find Jules on Twitter (@juleslhoward) or 

Instagram (@juleshoward_zoology) and he’ll gladly rate your pic!  

READ A BOOK! 

Jules’s book for kids include ‘Prehistoric Creatures of the Order’, ‘Bones’ 

and ‘The Encyclopedia of Animals’.  You can buy signed copies of his books 

for gifts or for educational use at www.palaeolab.co.uk 

INVESTIGATE FOSSILS AND FOSSIL-HUNTING SITES IN VIRTUAL REALITY!  

Jules is the host of many free educational 360-videos which can be 

viewed using the Google Cardboard VR app (for use with most mobile 

phones). There are ten 360 videos in all – covering fossils, habitats and 

ecology. To find out more visit: https://youtu.be/zENNkFqB9jM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PalaeoLab's fossil and evolution workshops are encouraging a young generation of zoologists, 

palaeontologists and evolutionary scientists through observation, critical-thinking and, most 

importantly, good old-fashioned dinosaur fun. PalaeoLab is run by zoologist Jules 

Howard, regular BBC and Guardian contributor, popular science author and international science 

communicator.   

 

ABOUT JULES 

The Palaeolab app is made by Jules Howard, 

zoologist and author. As well as writing many 

children’s books, Jules also spends lots of time 

digging up Jurassic fossils. His touring fossil 

collection has been experienced by more than 

200,000 young people. 

www.juleshoward.co.uk 
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